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Ne tw ork ing w ith  South e as t Europe

SEE-ERA.NET Pilot Joint Call for Re s e arch  
Propos als

Nik os Sidiropoulos, W ork  Pack age  
Le ade r re sponsible  for th e  Pilot Joint 
Call, inte rvie w e d by Florian Grube r

Grube r: Th e  Pilot Joint Call “Ne tw ork ing 

w ith  South e ast Europe ” th at is about to 

be  launch e d is one  of th e  m ajor outputs 

of th e  SEE-ERA.NET proje ct. W h at is th is 

proje ct all about?

Sidiropoulos: Th e  m ajor aim  of our 

activitie s is to foste r a m ultilate ral 

program m e  approach  by supporting R & D 

proje cts th rough  th e  e xch ange  of 

k now le dge . W e  aim  to build up a stronge r k now le dge  base d socie ty, 

to stop th e  brain drain, and to contribute  to e conom ic and social 

developm e nt, re gional coope ration, and th e  stability of th e  re gion.

Grube r: W h at are  th e  spe cific be ne fits for re se arch e rs participating 

in th e  Pilot Joint Call?

Sidiropoulos: Re se arch e rs can apply for re se arch  m obility proje cts, 

ne tw ork  proje cts, and sum m e r sch ools. Our call w ill h elp to e nh ance  

m obility, to incre ase  ne tw ork ing, to sh are  re sults and e xpe rie nce s 

w ith  colle ague s, and to e stablish  ne w  partne rsh ips. Additionally, 

participating re se arch e rs from  South e ast Europe  can tak e  advantage  

of th e ir k now le dge  gaine d from  th e  Pilot Call for e asie r acce ss to EU 

program m e s. 

Th e  asse ssm e nt of proposals w ill be  transpare nt and fair. It w ill be  

carrie d out as an inte rnational pe e r re vie w  proce ss. Th e  final 

approval of a proje ct application w ill be  m ade  by a com m itte e  

re pre se nting th e  m inistrie s and/or age ncie s from  all participating SEE-

ERA.NET m e m be r countrie s.

Grube r: Th is call is a pilot call w ith  lim ite d budge t. Th e re  is an uppe r 

lim it for proje ct costs, and th e  th re e  th e m atic are as “Food, 

Agriculture  and Biote ch nology”, “Inform ation and Com m unication 

Te ch nologie s” and “Environm e nt”, narrow e d by sub-are as (se e  

factsh e e t), h ave  be e n sele cte d as a focus. W h y did SEE-ERA.NET 

ch oose  th e se  th re e  are as?

Sidiropoulos: Our th e m atic are as w e re  sele cte d in relation to th e  

national and re gional re se arch  prioritie s of th e  W e ste rn Balk an 

countrie s, k e e ping in m ind th e  stre ngth s of th e se  countrie s. Th e se  

th e m atic are as are  orie nte d e spe cially tow ards relevant proble m s and 

th e  future  e conom ic de velopm e nt of th e  re gion; th e y are  in line  w ith  

th e  Stabilisation and Association Proce ss for South e ast Europe  and 

w ill stre ngth e n th e  participation of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s in 

FP7. 

Grube r: W h at w ill be  finance d by th is call for proposals?

Sidiropoulos: Mainly e xpe nse s re sulting from  m obility costs of 

re se arch e rs. In addition, staff e xpe nse s for th e  im ple m e ntation of 

proje cts and fe asibility studie s are  eligible  for grants, and also costs 

of e ve nts and m e e tings, for e xam ple  th e  re ntal of ve nue s, alongside  

w ith  logistics and ph ysical re source s, e .g. consum able s, printing 

costs, sm all e q uipm e nt, and so forth .

Grube r: H ow  m any countrie s are  participating in th e  Pilot Joint Call?

Sidiropoulos: All countrie s re pre se nte d in th e  SEE-ERA-NET proje ct 

participate  in th e  Pilot Joint Call. Th e y are : Albania, Austria, Bosnia 

and H e rze govina, Bulgaria, Croatia, France , th e  Form e r Yugoslav 

Re public of Mace donia, Ge rm any, Gre e ce , H ungary, Monte ne gro, 

Rom ania, Se rbia, and Slove nia. 

Th e se  countrie s contribute  national funding to th is Pilot Joint Call. It 

w as a ve ry ple asant surprise  th at th e  w h ole  consortium  joine d force s 

in orde r to cre ate  th is call for proposals. 

Grube r: Many re se arch e rs in South  Easte rn Europe  coope rate  w ith  

scie ntists from  Italy and also Turk e y. W h y are  th ose  scie ntists not 

eligible  for participation?

Sidiropoulos: Sim ply be cause  Italy and Turk e y and oth e r South e ast 

Europe an countrie s such  as Cyprus are  – up to now  – not participating 

in th e  SEE-ERA.NET proje ct. Th e re fore  re se arch e rs from  th e se  

countrie s cannot apply for funding. 

Grube r: W h at is th e  be ne fit of SEE-ERA.NET for th e  EC in re gard to 

funding RTD callaboration w ith  th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s?

Sidiropoulos: SEE-ERA.NET is a use ful tool, not only to provide  

funding. It aim s at structuring and e xpanding th e  Europe an Re se arch  

Are a to th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s by coordinating and supporting 

RTD activitie s. Th e  im portant issue  is th at th e  funding of th e se  joint 

activitie s such  as th e  Pilot Joint Call is cove re d th rough  th e  national 

contributions of all th e  partne rs. Th is facilitate s th e  sustainability of 

our collaboration in South  Easte rn Europe . 

Grube r: Apart from  th e  call itself, se ve ral accom panying m e asure s 

are  planne d.

Sidiropoulos: Ye s, a num be r of accom panying activitie s are  fore se e n 

parallel to th e  Pilot Joint Call, conce rning aw are ne ss raising in th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s, th e  participating EU-Me m be r State s and 

Associate d Countrie s. W e  are  planning q ualification and training 

m e asure s re garding R & D m anage m e nt sk ills in orde r to pave  th e  w ay 

for a succe ssful participation of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s in 

Europe an and m ultilate ral proje cts. W e  w ill also organise  brok e rage  

and ne tw ork ing activitie s to foste r th e  inte gration of re se arch e rs 
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Sidiropoulos: As I m e ntione d be fore , one  of our prioritie s is th e  

de taile d m onitoring of th is pilot ph ase , w h ich  w ill be  im ple m e nte d by 

an e xte rnal e xpe rt. Th is w ill le ad to a be tte r de sign of th e  ne xt joint 

call, w h ich  w ill be  launch e d by SEE-ERA.NET in 2008. Furth e rm ore , a 

w h ite  pape r on RTD ove rlaps, gaps and opportunitie s in South e ast 

Europe  w ill be  drafte d by our Ge rm an colle ague s. And finally, a turn-

k e y re ady RTD program m e  w ill be  pre pare d by our Rom anian 

colle ague s in coope ration w ith  all oth e r SEE-ERA.NET proje ct 

partne rs. From  m y point of vie w , SEE-ERA.NET - and th e  ERA-NETs in 

ge ne ral, act as catalysts to initiate  and facilitate  th e  coordination 

and collaboration of 

national funding bodie s.
Florian Grube r, Z SI
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/114.h tm l
Nik os Sidiropoulos
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/211.h tm lAu
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from  th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s in Europe an consortia as a basis for 

joint R & D proje cts.

Grube r: W h e n w ill th e se  brok e rage  and ne tw ork ing e ve nts tak e  place?

Sidiropoulos: Th e y w ill tak e  place  in January and Fe bruary 2007. W e  

w ill organise  one  e ve nt for e ach  th e m atic priority: in th e  Form e r 

Yugoslav Re public of Mace donia, in Monte ne gro/Croatia, and in 

Se rbia. 

Grube r: W h at are  th e  ste ps re se arch e rs h ave  to tak e  to participate  in 

th e  Pilot Joint Call?

Sidiropoulos: W e  are  going to launch  th e  call in th e  e nd of Nove m be r 

2006. Th e  de adline  for th e  applications is March  31, 2007. 

Applications for proje ct funding m ay be  subm itte d by le gal RTD 

e ntitie s according to th e  national law s of th e  participating countrie s. 

Th is funding sch e m e  targe ts at institutional collaboration, th e re fore  

private  pe rsons are  not allow e d to apply.

As th e  application proce dure  is com ple tely base d on ele ctronic 

subm ission, inte re ste d re se arch e rs sh ould visit our w e bsite  w w w .se e -

e ra.ne t/pjc for a de taile d de scription of th e  application proce ss. For 

de finitions and clarifications, th e  applicants sh ould contact th e  SEE-

ERA.NET National Contact Points of th e ir countrie s. Contact de tails 

are  provide d on th e  w e bsite . W e  h ope  to re ce ive  h igh -q uality re se arch  

proposals, stre ngth e ning our aim  to inte grate  South e ast Europe  into 

th e  grow ing Europe an Re se arch  Are a! 

Grube r: W h ich  are  th e  re asons for th e  countrie s to participate  in SEE-

ERA.NET and th e  Pilot Joint Call? 

Sidiropoulos: Th e  countrie s participate  in th e  call be cause  th e y w ant 

to te st th e  im ple m e ntation of a ne w  m ultilate ral funding program m e , 

and also to m onitor th e  ope ning of th e ir inte rnal proce dure s to a 

m ultinational level. H e re  I w ould lik e  to e m ph asise  th at our targe t is 

to scale  up our activitie s afte r th is te st ph ase  and to launch  a 

m ultilate ral joint call in 2008, com bining policy de velopm e nt, 

capacity building, infrastructure  de velopm e nt, brok e rage  and 

ne tw ork ing activitie s: to e nd up w ith  big joint re se arch  proje cts.

As for m y country: Gre e ce  strongly supports th e  initiative s im proving 

coope ration and coordination of national re se arch  activitie s, 

e spe cially in South e ast Europe . I w ould lik e  to re m ind you th at th e  

prom otion of th e  e xch ange  of k now le dge , pe rsonnel and te ch nological 

innovations in orde r to foste r socio-e conom ic progre ss th rough out th e  

Euro-Me dite rrane an are a w as state d as an im portant am bition and 

m ission of th e  Europe an Union according to th e  EU-Balk an Countrie s 

Action Plan on Scie nce  &  Te ch nology adopte d at th e  Ministe rial 

Confe re nce  in Th e ssalonik i unde r th e  Gre e k  Pre side ncy in 2003.

Grube r: One  last q ue stion: w h ich  ste ps doe s th e  SEE-ERA.NET proje ct 

e nvisage  to e nsure  th e  sustainability of th e  th e  Pilot Joint Call 

initiative?

Factsh e e t: SEE-ERA.NET Pilot Joint Call
Launch  of th e  Pilot Joint Call: Nove m be r 30, 2006
De adline  for subm ission of proje ct applications: March  31, 2007

Th is first joint call by SEE-ERA.NET is a pilot case  for th e  

coope ration of th e  proje ct partne r countrie s in th e  field of 

re se arch  funding. Th e  de sign of th e  call is base d on re se arch  on th e  

prioritie s and ne e ds of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s w ith  a vie w  to 

be tte r inte gration into th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a. 

Funding w ill be  provide d for

< Re se arch  proje cts: conducte d by a proje ct consortium  w ith  at 

le ast th re e  participants from  th re e  diffe re nt countrie s (at le ast 

one  from  a W e ste rn Balk an country)

< Ne tw ork  proje cts: conducte d by at le ast five  partne rs from  

th re e  diffe re nt countrie s (at le ast tw o from  a W e ste rn Balk an 

country)

< Sum m e r Sch ools: conducte d by a proje ct consortium  w ith  at 

le ast th re e  participants from  th re e  diffe re nt countrie s (at le ast 

one  from  a W e ste rn Balk an country)

Th e m atic prioritie s are  

< Environm e nt: Environm e ntal Te ch nologie s

< Inform ation and Com m unication Te ch nologie s: Applications 

Re se arch

< Food, Agriculture  and Biote ch nology: Sustainable  Production 

and Manage m e nt of Biological Re source s from  Land, Fore st and 

Aq uatic Environm e nts

Indicative  budge t pe r proje ct w ill be  20,000 e uro for a pe riod of 
m axim um  9  m onth s.

Language  for proje ct applications is English .

More  inform ation about th e  call and th e  online -application tool can 

be  found at: h ttp://w w w .se e -e ra.ne t/pjc
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